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HISTORIC I±ERIG£}] BUILDINGS ShRvEY }:mS ho.  RI-215 

N/TII/M [jutsm-v&iziss sv/EEr HOUSE 

HAES 

/duress: 31.  /mold Street. Providence, Providence County,  , ' 
Rhode island. 

Plat 16, lot 303. 

B^lSi?ilL^Bl§^ David B.  L^athey/son 

Prgj^u^Jjse: Dwelling. 

Br^ef_§i§i£S§nt This is   a s:.iall frame house,   typical of the 
g_f_.S.l£;ii£tl canoe;       1B4-J' a. 

KRI...1-..  HisroRic/L. li^mjy-ML 

A.  Physical history 

1. Original end subscruent oTvner§: 

1791 Christopher /mold in his '7111 clevises all his 
property bo his three children;  Jar;ies_> Christopher 
and Sarah Godfrey, v/idov;. - hills Booh 7. page 
391; in Providence City hall. 

1841 Christopher 0 and Lydia /■ Godfrey^ heirs of 3s.rsh 
Godfrey sell for 3400 to haihan t'ason a certain 
piece of land bounded. M by ''moid Street 71'; S 
by George reck, 71'; being S71   deep. - Deed Book 
67. oage 278. in Providence Citv Kali. 

1842 i'lathan hason sells to Reuben Varney for ?2400 a 
certain piece of land with DWELLING HOUSE bounded 
N by .Arnold Street 45'; S by George Peck and E 
and W by grantor. - Deed Book Bl, page 20, in 
Providence City Hall. 

1#43 Reuben Yarney issues quit claim deed to this 
property to Nathan Mason. - Deed Booh &A. PaSe 31- 
in Providence City Hall. 

1853 Nathan Mason sells the property to Mensies Sweet 
for $2600. -Deed. Book 134, page 197 in Providence 
City Hall. 

1891 Menzies Sweet's heirs sell the property to Charles 
and IMvy  Mcehan..being the same property conveyed 
to henzies Sweet by deed from Nathan Mason in 1853. 
- Deed Boole 355.  page 445, in Providence City Hall. 
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lUTA.ni \$-5G-:~i'&}ZI&S Sv/ESI HOUSE 
li'BS No. RI-215   (Pfv;e  2) 

LOO w.oe^s\<s ovme^. tne  property 'om-\..*_ 

1922    Property  taxed to Daniel heorn and   taxed  to 
the  follov/iiv;.. , 

1922 Aroe?'.iino D Podripue and v.r.f •Sahina 

1925 G'voryo -lose 

1926 Antonio Lina  and v/ife ^rlo Pi 

1939 Proprietors of PP;au ?t Oeroetory 

19^5 Jos F Grotty A v;f Clara   A. 

1943 F Dyer;  :; L Nelson;  A Dyer Jr 

1951 David 0 Keit-i -P V."f Isabella 

19i>o Plartha P. horrlson 

1959 Petor  Kilha;;! & vrj.fe Francos B 

2.     Date of erection;     1CU-1-IOA2 

Prepared by Antoinette F. Downing and Plvlra Gowdey 
for the Providence Preservation Society 
April 1962 

W^JLIL*-. ARCHIr:^CrUHAL INFOTiHATION 

A. General Statement 

1. Architectural character;     Phis frame house,  built 
in the IgACVs, has Greek Revival details  typical of 
the  smallei'',  si/rrplor houses of  this period. 

2. Condition of fabric:    Good. 

B. Technical Description of Exterior 

1. Overall dimensions:    Rectangular building about 33' 
(five bays) x 2/',  tvro-and-a-half stories,  facing north 
On sloping lot v/ith cellar at ground level in rear. 

2. Foundations:    Fieldstor/e sides and rear,  regular ashlar 
granite in  front. 

3. V/all  construction:    Heavy timber frame:   clapboards, 
average 4P  exposure; paneled corner pilasters. 



N/TIiiN ViASO!:-Iv^I :^ IiLri SV'EET HOUSE 
IIAoS No,  R1-215  (Pa^e 3) 

/..     Stoops;     Granite entrance  .stoop.  two steps. 

5. Chimneys:     Pwo inside brick chimneys. 

6. Openings: 

a. Doors and doorvrnys:     Six-panel main entrance door 
probably late}1,   side lights and 'bop li^ht v/ith 
lead mullions,  doorway framed with pr;.ncled pi- 
lasters and deep entablature. 

b. windows and shutters:    -Six over six ll>drt. double 
hung windows.     Mo shutters . 

7. Roof: 

a. Shape, covering: Gable, asphalt shingles. 

b. Cornice;  Llutule cornice with very simple mold- 
ings, horizontal cornice carried across gable ends 
at the sides of the house forcing pediments. 

C. Technical Description of Interior 

1. Floor plans:  Short central-entrance hall, probably 
originally five-room plan, rear rooms now sor-iewhat 
altered, front rooms intact. 

2. Stairways: Main stair in entrance hall to second floor; 
U™shape, open well, open string, fan step ends, two 
slender rectangular balusters per step, turned newels, 
slender turned handrail. Enclosed rear stairway at 
southeast corner of house continues to third floor. 

3. Flooring: Wide board floors. 

4. Wall and ceiling finish: Plaster, papered or painted. 

5. Door: First floor doors with two tall vertical panels, 
other doors with four flat panels, typical Greek Revival 
moldings with flattened ogee profile. 

6. Trim: Pilaster trim, face of architraves stepped bade 
in three flat shallow levels, corner blocks. Under- 
window panels in principal rooms match doors. 

7. Hardware: Miscellaneous later hardware. 

8. Lighting: Electric. 



NATHAN IviA30N-li/;M2IES SWEET HOUSE 
nmS  No. RI-215 (Page 4) 

Heating; Central heating plus four fireplaces. Cook- 
ing fireplace with oven and. cauldron in cellar; simple 
marble mantel on one first-floor fireplacej simple 
one-story wood mantel on other first-floor fireplace, 
similar wood mantel on second floor.  One closed fire- 
place on second floor. 

oi'oe 

General setting and orientation: Faces north,  house on 
sidewalk line at the front. Large garden in rear, in 
process of nev/ iandocaninpt. 

Prepared by Osmund ;■. Overby. .Architect 
National Park Service 
April 1962 
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